
HTML & CSS – A Brief Introduction 

 

What is HTML? 

Web pages are all written using something called HTML, so what is this seemingly magical thing that 

controls how we read billions of web pages?  

HTML stands for Hyper Text Mark Up Language, which is basically a language for describing web 

pages using ordinary text – it is not a ‘programming language’ because it uses ordinary text. Each 

web page is an HTML file and websites are made up of a series of linked HTML files.  

These HTML files are then ‘decoded’ by your web browser (Chrome, Internet Explorer, Firefox, etc..) 

into straightforward, formatted text.  Here is an example of part of an HTML file: 

<head> 

<title>What is HTML - A Simple Guide to HTML</title> 

The bits highlighted in red are called tags, and tags are hidden instructions that define how a 

browser must format and display the content. On a web page, all you would see is the text: 

What is HTML – A Simple Guide to HTML 

 

A bit more about Tags  

So, Tags are the hidden instructions which your browser needs to read in order to display your 

content in the correct format. Most tags have two parts, an opening and a closing part. You can see 

from the example above that both the opening and closing tags contain the same text but the 

closing tag has a forward slash (/) added – this can be regarded as an end character signifying the 

end of a piece of text. 

Essential Tags 

There are four sets of ‘Essential Tags’ that every HTML file must have in order for it to be recognised 

by a browser and displayed correctly as a web page. These are: 

<html></html> 

<head></head> 

<title></title> 

<body></body> 

 

 



Definition - <html> </html> 

This basically defines the document as web page. It also identifies the beginning and end of the 

HTML document. All other tags must fall between the html tags. 

Header - <head> </head> 

The header contains information about the document that will not appear on the actual page, such 

as the title of the document, the author, which stylesheet to use and also meta tags. 

Title - <title> </title> 

The title tag defines the title that will appear in the title bar of your web browser. The title must 

appear between the head tags. 

Body - <body> </body> 

The body tags contain all the information and other visible content on the page. All your images, 

links and plain text must go between the <body> and </body> tags. 

 

Basic Tags 

Without these Tags your browser would fail to read your HTML file as a web page and it would fail to 

open. In addition to the Essential Tags, there are a set of Basic tags you need to use in order to add 

more content to your websites. These are: 

Headings and Subheadings 

Paragraphs of Text 

Links to Other Pages 

Images or Photographs 

All of these must appear between the <body> and </body> tags, and you can learn more about them 

by following the links shown. 

Headings 

<h1> A Heading </h1> 

Use headings for titles and subtitles, and make some text stand out from others. See text formatting 

tags. 

Paragraphs 

<p> Some text </p 

Most content on a simple web page will appear in paragraphs or sections 



Links 

<a href="home.html"> My homepage </a> 

Links are necessary for users to jump from one page to another. See linking tags. 

Images 

<img src="photo.jpg"> 

Using these four Basic Tags allows you to enter all the content you need to a website 

Tag Attributes 

The other thing you need to know about tags is that they can contain attributes which communicate 

a message to your web browser that content needs to be displayed in a particular way, e.g. 

<p align=”center”> This paragraph needs to be in the centre of the page </p> 

Means that the text in this particular paragraph needs to be aligned in the centre of the page, so in a 

web browser it would appear like this: 

This paragraph needs to be in the centre of the page 

So adding an attribute allows you to change the way your web page is laid out. 

 

What is CSS? 

CSS is short for Cascading Style Sheets. If HTML is all about the content of your website then CSS is 

about the way it looks and feels (i.e. colour scheme, layout). The Cascading part means that a style 

sheet applied to a parent element also applies to all the children elements within the parent. For 

example, setting a colour to the ‘body’ text means that all paragraphs and headings within that body 

will also be set to the same colour. 

 

 

      Source: ‘A Simple Guide to HTML’ 


