
Nursery

MAPPING THE SKILLS ACROSS THE CURRICULUM



ELEMENT
Identity, image and reputation

With increasing independence 
learners are able to:

distinguish between someone they 
know and someone they have never 
met, e.g. this links to personal and 
social education (PSE)/well-being 
and would form part of 'Stranger 
Danger' education.

Citizenship
Nursery

ACTIVITIES

Circle time – talk about people we know 
and people we don't know. What do we 
do if a stranger talks to us? What if 
someone we don't know talks to us 
online? 

Link to People Who Help Us theme -
Children to talk about how these people 
help us.  What do they do? 



ELEMENT
Health and well-being

With increasing independence 
learners are able to:

use digital devices and media with 
care, e.g. name a variety of digital 
devices and handle appropriately.

Citizenship
Nursery

ACTIVITIES

Link to Oracy - Give children the opportunity to 
handle a range of digital devices, if not possible 
not have a range of pictures of different devices. 
Allow children time to talk about the devices and 
how they are used, making sure they are 
shown/told how to handle the devices 
appropriately.

Provide a range of devices within continuous 
provision for children to use and handle 
appropriately. 

Circle time - In small groups come up with a set 
of rules to follow when using digital devices. 
Children could take pictures of their friends using 
digital devices to display next to the written 
rules. 



ELEMENT
Digital rights, licensing and 
ownership

With increasing independence 
learners are able to:

add their name to digital work by 
using initial letter, e.g. type the first 
initial of their name on a keyboard

identify some work that belongs to 
others, e.g. find a 
photograph/picture created by a 
familiar peer/adult.

Citizenship
Nursery

ACTIVITIES

This skill can be applied to any activity 
that the children complete digitally.

Using the class work book/a display in 
the classroom with pictures next to the 
work children to identify their friends 
work. 

Talk to children about photographs of 
themselves.  Do they want their pictures 
taken?  Do they want them put online 
by school or other?  This activity could 
have the children think about their right 
to say NO! and that they don’t want 
their picture taken and put on-line.



ELEMENT
Online behaviour and 
cyberbullying

With increasing independence 
learners are able to:

identify emotions of others on a 
range of digital software, e.g. talk 
about feelings and begin to 
recognise emotions; consider 
how actions and words can affect 
others; realise that behaviour has 
consequences; identify when 
they are angry worried or 
frightened and know who to ask 
for help

give reasons for likes/dislikes of 
on-screen activities.

Citizenship
Nursery

ACTIVITIES

Circle time  ‘All About Feelings’. What makes you 
angry, happy, worried, frightened? Adult to note 
down the responses for display. 

Facetime different classes in the school - Children 
to do a range of emotions and peers to guess which 
ones they are doing.

Circle time about ‘Recognising Emotions’ - have a 
range of emoji’s for the children to discuss and 
begin to relate their personal experiences to. Have 
a discussion  about actions and feelings and how 
these can affect others. 

Encourage children to talk about apps that they use 
on a tablet. Encourage children to give reasons as 
to why they like/dislike these apps/activities. 



Our Digital 
World

Expected Outcomes ICT Curriculum Digital Competence Framework

Nursery - Where’s 

your tech at?

1. Discuss different uses of

technology (home and in school).

2. Understand basic navigation 

skills: mouse/touchpad, 

keyboard, touch.

3. Understand how technology 

can be used to communicate with 

each other.

They use ICT to move objects 

around a screen for a defined 

purpose (L1) They are aware 

of ICT in their world (L1)

Strand: Interacting & 

Collaborating               Element:

Communication (Nursery)

Be aware that there are different 

forms of online communication 

e.g. email, messaging, video call.

Strand: Interacting & 

Collaborating              Element:

Communication (Reception)

Talk about different forms of online 

communication e.g. email, 

messaging, video call and their 

uses.
Teacher’s Notes:



ELEMENT
Communication

With increasing independence 
learners are able to:

be aware that there are different 
forms of online communication, 
e.g. e-mail, messaging, video call.

Interacting and collaborating
Nursery

ACTIVITIES

Included in Computing Unlocked Scheme 
of Work Nursery-Our Digital World-
'Where's your tech at?‘

Set a challenge for children to use 
walkie-talkies for a purpose  for 
example:  Ask children to come in from 
outside play for story-time or to inform 
groups that break-time is to begin.



ELEMENT
Collaboration

With increasing independence 
learners are able to:

be aware people can collaborate 
online.

Interacting and collaborating
Nursery

ACTIVITIES

Open an email with an image within it 
and ask children their opinion on it such 
as “Take a look at the picture, is the 
image clear, is it colourful? What do they 
like about it?- make notes and send a 
return email with the feedback from 
children included.  When the recipient 
has read their comments they can send 
a reply and this can be discussed with 
the children.



ELEMENT
Storing and sharing

With increasing independence 
learners are able to:

save work by clicking an icon.

Interacting and collaborating
Nursery

ACTIVITIES

This skill can be applied to any digital 
work that your children complete. E.g. 
Use the save icon on the app 2CAS or on 
any of the j2e software available via 
Hwb. 

Children to take own photos/create own 
images and choose how they want to 
share them.  For example: via email, 
send to a printer, upload to school 
website/Twitter page.



Multimedia

Expected Outcomes ICT Curriculum Digital Competence Framework

Nursery - Mark it 

out!

1. To be able to move objects 

around a screen 

2. Understand how to taking 

pictures & video 

3. To use a paint tool for creating 

pictures 

4. To demonstrate letter/number 

formation using a software 

package

They use ICT to move 

objects around a screen 

for a defined purpose 

(L1) Make me an Author

Strand: Producing       Element: Creating

With increasing independence learners are 

able to:

Explore and use different multimedia 

components in order to capture and use 

text, image, sound, animation and video.

Teacher’s Notes: N.B. The multimedia strand of Computing 

Unlocked is essentially a cross curricular 

set of modules aimed at teaching the 

relevant skills contextually. All of the 

modules can be delivered as a lesson 

within your current theme/topic as all of 

them demand the use of content to 

facilitate the teaching of the skills.



ELEMENT
Planning, sourcing and searching

With increasing independence 
learners are able to:

respond to and ask some 
questions such as why, what, how 
and where in relation to the task, 
e.g. in response to questions 
decide what digital equipment to 
use

navigate through a piece of 
software using an internal menu 
to find desired item.

Producing
Nursery

ACTIVITIES

At the beginning of a task discuss with the 
children the steps we need to do in order to 
achieve an outcome. Talk about which 
digital equipment we might need to use. For 
example: 'We're going on a winter walk, what 
equipment can we take with us?' An iPad-
why? To take pictures of the ice etc. 

Adults to model to children the process of 
navigating through a piece of software to find 
a desired item.

Children should be given opportunities during 
continuous provision to practice navigation 
skills. 



ELEMENT
Creating

With increasing 
independence 
learners are able 
to:

explore and use 
different 
multimedia 
components in 
order to capture 
and use text, 
image, sound, 
animation and 
video.

Producing
Nursery

ACTIVITIES

Children can go on a letter/sound/number hunt and take photos 
of the letters/sounds they find. Ask…Can you find something 
beginning with…. their own initial or one of their favourite 
character from a book or movie. Ensure it meaningful to the 
child. 

This skill can be used across the curriculum in a variety of 
different contexts. 

Included in Computing Unlocked Scheme of Work Nursery -
Multimedia 'Mark it out?‘

The app Kids Doodle is great for children to make marks as it also 
has a built in video record function which can then be uploaded 
into camera roll and replayed.



ELEMENT
Evaluating and improving

With increasing independence 
learners are able to:

describe in response to questions 
some of what has been done in 
the task, e.g. add comments using 
recording feature in software.

Producing
Nursery

ACTIVITIES

This can be applied to many areas of the 
curriculum. With adult support children 
could add comments about a piece of 
work/an activity using the voice 
recording feature in the app Explain 
Everything or Book Creator. 



Expected Outcomes ICT Curriculum Digital Competence Framework

Nursery - Pass the 

Remote

1. Explore the functions of 

a remote controlled car 

through play.

2. Understand the 

relationship between input 

(the controller) and output 

(the car).

N/A Strand: Data & Computational Thinking Element: 

Problem solving & modelling (Nursery)

With increasing independence learners are able to:

complete patterns and sequences

follow a simple sequence of instructions

follow a process making simple adjustments where 

needed

create one-step instructions and identify the next 

step.
Teacher’s Notes:



ELEMENT
Problem solving and modelling

With increasing independence 
learners are able to:

complete patterns and sequences
follow a simple sequence of 
instructions

follow a process making simple 
adjustments where needed

create one-step instructions and 
identify the next step.

Data and computational thinking
Nursery

ACTIVITIES

See Mathematical development 
programme of study 

Show/Discuss microwave settings 
and how to set a timer and press 
Start, Ask… What happens if…..? 
What do I do next?...

Included in Computing Unlocked 
Scheme of Work Nursery-
Programming- 'Pass the remote‘.



Data Handling

Expected Outcomes ICT Curriculum Digital Competence Framework

Nursery - Sorting 

Showstoppers

1. Use technology to 

collect information

2. Sort & sequence 

objects using appropriate 

software

3. Present findings in an 

appropriate way i.e. 

discuss & create 

pictograms.

Pupils explore, with 

support, different 

types of information 

held on ICT systems. 

(L1) 

They use ICT to move 

objects on-screen for 

a defined purpose and 

use words and 

pictures to 

communicate ideas. 

(L1)

Strand: Data & Computational Thinking 

Element: Data & Information Literacy 

(Nursery)

With increasing independence learners are 

able to:

gather data using objects

recognise that there are different types of 

data, e.g. sort and/or match 

objects/photographs/symbols

sort familiar objects using set criteria.

Teacher’s Notes:



ELEMENT
Data and information literacy

With increasing independence 
learners are able to:

gather data using objects
recognise that there are different 
types of data, e.g. sort and/or 
match 

objects/photographs/symbols
sort familiar objects using set 
criteria.

Data and computational thinking
Nursery

ACTIVITIES

This can be applied to many areas of the curriculum e.g. 
outdoor learning gathering leaves/twigs and sorting into 
big and small. A picture could then be taken of the 
objects that have been sorted to form the basis of a 
discussion.

This can be applied to many areas of the curriculum e.g. 
matching the same coloured bugs to a photograph, 
matching plastic letters to the correct letter flashcard. 

Children could go on a number hunt where numbers 
have been hidden around the garden/classroom. They 
gather the numbers then match them to large number 
flashcards.

Children could sort magnetic letters that they find 
hidden in the sand/water into groups e.g. letter S and 
letter A. 


